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Out of necessity, the Gulf Coast Children’s Advocacy Center mostly operates in
reaction to child maltreatment (physical abuse, sexual abuse, mental abuse, neglect,
abandonment, bullying, cyberbullying and digital abuse). We often refer to our role
as a quasi-first responder to a report of child abuse. When a child comes in to the CAC
after a traumatic experience involving maltreatment, our staff of trained and caring
professionals at the CAC is there in the child’s moment of need. Our incredible staff
also provides family support, therapy, and guidance through the criminal justice
process.
Throughout the year we work diligently to advocate and educate the
community so that one day we may operate in more of an active and preventative
role. In addition to our mission of healing the hurt and transforming the lives of child
abuse survivors, our ultimate goal at the CAC is to prevent child abuse before it occurs.
This can only be achieved with the help of the community. It will take people from all
industries and professions to work together to protect our local children.
One of the core beliefs at the CAC is that every single child deserves a safe and
healthy childhood. Unfortunately, one in four children will experience some type of
trauma or victimization before they reach age of 16. Traumatized children may suffer
from behavioral and emotional consequences, cognitive delays, impaired
development, and consequently poor academic achievement. Reporting abuse is
preventing abuse; it stops abuse in two ways. It stops the child victim from being
victimized again, and it prevents other children from being victimized by the same
perpetrator in the future.
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, so this month in particular we work
even more ardently to raise awareness of child abuse and there are numerous ways
that you can get involved. You can help us “Paint the Town Blue.” Thanks to Arcitechx,
we are able to provide blue ribbons for anyone in the community that would like to
display their support for Child Abuse Prevention Month. We also have t-shirts
available for purchase. Beef O’Brady’s in Lynn Haven is also generous enough to let
patrons “round up” on their bill in the month of April. Just mention the CAC and Child
Abuse Prevention Month when you dine there. The Marianna Beef O’Brady’s location
will be hosting two “Reveal the Teal” family fun nights in support of our Gulf Coast
Sexual Assault program. (continued on page 2)
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For Your Calendar!

(continued from page 1)

The work does not stop the other
11 months of the year. In order to achieve
April: Child Abuse
our goal of decreasing child maltreatment
Prevention Month
incidents, a goal that we wholeheartedly
believe we will achieve, we must continue
April 14: Safety Fair, Easter Egg
to purposefully and tirelessly educate and
Hunt, and Courageous Candles
advocate. The CAC recently added a
Community Outreach Advocate position
May 6: Washington/Holmes
that is teaching age appropriate prevention
Designer Purse Bingo
curriculum in Bay District Schools. She also
has material for parents, teachers, staff,
June: Hwy 98 Poker Run
administrators, afterschool care providers,
daycares, medical providers, foster parents,
Aug. 5: Designer Purse
law enforcement officers, first responders,
Bingo
and any other agency/organization/
individual who works with or has contact
Sept. 23: Zombie Run
with children.
Nov.: Little Black Dress
Educating
and
empowering
both children and adults helps prevent
Dec.: Christmas at CAC
abuse. It is important to provide education
to students before abuse occurs (primary
prevention). The curriculum our Community Outreach Advocate teaches is also effective as secondary prevention
as many children have disclosed abuse to a teacher, school counselor, or another adult after receiving the program.
We cannot stop abuse if we refuse to see its existence, and we cannot prevent abuse by waiting until it occurs.

Vol. 1, Issue 4
April 2017

Join Us For The Safety Fair and Easter Egg Hunt on Friday, April 14!

Mark your calendars for the Safety Fair and Easter Egg Hunt on Friday, April 14 at the CAC (210 E. 11th
Street. It begins at 3pm with family fun and food with age appropriate lessons on body safety and child
abuse prevention. The evening will end at sunset with the “Courageous Candles” candlelight vigil
commerating child abuse survivors.

Washington County Designer
Purse Bingo VIP Tables
Now On Sale!
Mark your calendars for the Washington
County Designer Purse on Saturday, May 6 at
the Washington County Agricultural Center!
VIP tables are now on sale. For $200 you get
a table for eight, a pack of play per person,
snacks, and drinks. Sponsorships are also
available if you would like to sponsor a game.
If you would like to reserve a VIP table and/
or sponsor a game, email Whitney Sewell at
whitneysewell@gulfcoastcac.us!

Gulf Coast Children’s
Advocacy Center
210 E. 11th Street, Panama City, FL 32401
(850) 872-7760
www.gulfcoastcac.org
www.facebook.com/GulfCoastCAC

You can support the GCCAC with an
online donation at gulfcoastcac.org!

Would you like to tour the CAC to see our beautiful, child-friendly “Under the Sea” theme office and learn more
about our efforts to end child abuse? Email Whitney at whitneysewell@gulfcoastcac.us to set up your tour today!

