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What Are Mandated Reporters Responsibilities?
Information Provided By: Florida Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers

 Florida law requires that any person in Florida who knows or has 
reasonable cause to suspect that a child is being abused, neglected, or 
abandoned by a parent, legal custodian, caregiver or other person 
responsible for the child’s welfare must immediately report that knowledge 
or suspicion to the Florida Abuse Hotline of the Department of Children 
and Families. The penalty for failing to report is a felony of the third degree. 
There are also financial penalties for failing to report known or 
suspected child abuse or neglect.

 If you know or suspect that a child under the age of 18 is being abused 
or neglected, or is at risk of being abused or neglected, you are required to 
report that to the Florida Abuse Hotline (1-800-962-2873).

 Mandated reporters are required to make a report of suspected abuse 
when they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is a victim of child 
abuse under any of the following circumstances:

• They have contact with the child as part of work or through a regularly 
scheduled program activity or service OR

• They are responsible for the child or work for an agency that is directly 
responsible for the child OR

• Someone makes a specific disclosure to the mandated reporter and the 
child is identifiable. This includes children that the mandated reporter 
may not know through their work or volunteer position OR

• A person 14 years old or older makes a disclosure that he/she has 
        committed child abuse. This includes children that the mandated reporter
       may not know through their work or volunteer position.
• The child does not have to come before the mandated reporter in order 

for the mandated reporter to make a report of suspected child abuse.

 Mandated reporters must not try to determine whether abuse has 
happened. They are not investigators and should not ask questions about 
what happened, who did it, and so forth beyond reaching the threshold of 
reasonable cause to suspect that the child has been abused.
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Signs of Child Abuse

If you suspect or have concerns that a child is being abused and/or neglected, 
you must report it immediately!

Florida Abuse Hotline (1-800-962-2873)
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Gulf Coast Children’s 
Advocacy Center

210 E. 11th Street, Panama City, FL 32401
(850) 872-7760

www.gulfcoastcac.org
www.facebook.com/GulfCoastCAC

You can support the GCCAC with an online 
donation at gulfcoastcac.org!

Would you like to tour the CAC to see our beautiful, child-friendly “Under the Sea” theme office and learn more 
about our efforts to end child abuse? Email Whitney at whitneysewell@gulfcoastcac.us to set up your tour today!

For Your Calendar!

Aug. 5: Designer Purse 

Bingo

Sept. 23: Zombie Run

Nov.: Little Black Dress

Dec.: Christmas at CAC

It’s almost back to school time! If you would like to donate items for children in need, please drop 
them off at the CAC. Basic items such as notebook paper, pencils, crayons, erasers are needed.


